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Next Meeting 
December 8th 4:00 to 6:00 PM 
Dacusville Community Center 

2671 Earls Bridge Road 
Easley, SC 29640 

 
2020 Officers 

President Carol Clanton 240-426-9626 

Vice President Wanda Adams 918-8089 

Treasurer Carol Avery 373-1217 

Secretary Margaret Campbell 350-7515 

Newsletter Editor Beth Eastman 630-9765 

Tea and Sympathy Mary Pruitt 414-5685 
Show and Tell Tammie Young 912-713-3346 
Block of the Month Jenny Bright 419-5541 
Membership Kris VanReken 518-9389 
Hospitality Gail Sexton 868-2326 
Publicity/Public Relations Kay McKinney 350-5696 
Community Service Edith Paige 430-8033 
Quilt Show OPEN  
Sew-In Kris VanReken 518-9389 
Website Janice Hinson 737-6411 
 Co Chair Larry Bertuccelli 209-559-5958 

 
Membership by Kris VanReken 

 
For the October guild meeting we had 22 members join us for a Zoom meeting; a good 
turnout for a great guest speaker. 

Other business was discussed regarding 2021 dues, new memberships and the 
likelihood of continued Zoom meetings into the next year.  The members generally 
decided that renewal dues would not be collected as long as we were not able to meet 
in person.  New members would pay $20 dollars for their membership and receive 
2021 Membership cards.  Renewing members would receive 2021 Membership Cards 
upon request so they could continue to receive discounts from shops that offered them. 

To request a card, please email me at kvanreken@gmail.com.  Include your mailing 
address so that I can get that card in the mail to you in January.  Also note any email 
address or phone number changes to update our records. 



President Notes by Carol Clanton 

Happy November Everyone! 

Can you all believe it is almost Thanksgiving and Christmas is just around the 
corner?   I know that you all must be busy, as I am, trying to figure out how we all are 
going to celebrate this COVID holiday season! 

I was really excited to see so many of you at our October zoom meeting.  It was so fun 
to have Sam Hunter from Oregon as our speaker for the evening.  She gave us a tour 
of her studio and shared her quilting experience and some of her quilts. 

I want to remind you all that we are actually going to gather in person for our Holiday 
meeting.  It was agreed that we will not bring gifts to exchange but do remember to 
bring show and tell.  We will meet at Dacusville Community Center in the cafeteria 
DECEMBER 8 from 4pm to 6pm. 

Remember to bring your own beverage and snacks.  IF you would like to bring a snack 
to share, be sure that the snacks are individually  wrapped.  Bring your mask and be 
prepared to practice social distancing. 

NEWSFLASH 

Houston International Quilt Festival has announced that their quilt show will be virtual 
December 3-5, 2020.  Registration is now open for classes, forums and lectures.  
There will be a quilt show, special exhibits and a vender mall. 

Also, Mancuso will be hosting their Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival virtually, 
February 24-27,2021. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, December 8 at Dacusville 
Community Center. 

Vice President Notes – Wanda Adams 

I really enjoyed our zoom meeting this month. We had Sam Hunter with Hunter Design 
Studio conducting our first meeting with a presenter. If you didn't join us, you missed a 
fun time. I loved how Sam showed us her studio by walking around it and telling us 
why she has it set up that way and how it worked best for her. If you would like to visit 
Sam's website, it is www.huntersdesignstudio.com. 

I will be working on trying to get presenters for January and February.  Please let me 
know if you have any ideas.  Also, if you talk to anyone that hasn't joined in our zoom 
meetings, please encourage them to join us.  It’s not hard to zoom.  I didn't know what 
it was until I tried it.  It is easy and we get to have presenters from all over the world, 
not just in our part of the world. 

  



Community Service by Edith Paige 
 
Beth Eastman called Manna and we are going to be allowed for one person to bring our 
Fidget Quilts and Lap Quilts to the nursing home.  They will take the bags and let the sit 
for a couple of week and then wash prior to giving them out.  Please bring your items 
either to me or to the meeting at the Community Center on December 8th.  I’m sure these 
items will be enjoyed at this time of year. 
 
Items shared from last newsletter: 

 If you use Hobbs batting, would you please save the proof of purchase labels?  To 
be able to get the best price when we order, I must include 5 proof of purchase 
labels.  Save these until we need to order again. 

 Fidget Quilts:  One idea we had before was to sew on one of the pockets from a 
photo album page.  On some, we stitched a border of ribbon around 3 sides of the 
pocket. It is not necessary.  The pocket is easy to sew onto the quilt and works 
great to add a photo.  Another idea is to attach keys on a ribbon.  Add a pocket to 
slip the keys into. 

 Collection of Fidget Quilts and Lap Quilts:  I hope you all are busy sewing during 
this quarantine!  Since we are unable to go anywhere, at least we can sew.  As a 
precaution, Manna Assisted Living is not taking items right now, but please 
continue making lap quilts and fidget quilts for the residents there.  Hold onto these 
until their policy for receiving these has changed.  I will send out a blast when I 
hear something.  At that time, I will devise a plan for collecting them. 

 Batting: Contact me if you need batting.  Please specify the size you need. 

Quilts of Valor / Sit-N-Sew by Linda Hall 
 

 
Quilts of Valor has been very busy piecing, quilting & binding.  Covid 19 had put a 
damper on QOV presentations, but that did not stop us because we were still putting 
Quilts of Valor together. 

Total QOV’s for November was scheduled for 21 presentations; 2 of these postponed 
until Spring 2021 in hopes that the Covid 19 situation will have improved.   

Everyone is invited to attend QOV presentations at the Dacusville Community Center 
in the Cafeteria on Sunday, December 6th at 3 PM to three Brothers who grew up in 
the Dacusville Community. 

We wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  Even though it has been a difficult year, we 
still have so much to be thankful for.  We will be sewing on Black Friday; come join us. 

  



Good Story to read.  QUILTERS ARE EVERYWHERE 

How quilting helps an East Tennessee veteran deal with PTSD 
(Gabriela Szymanowska – Knoxville) 

 

Quilts can hold the key to the past and to healing — just ask Army Staff Sgt. Andrew Lee who starting 

quilting to cope with his post traumatic stress disorder and to honor other service members. 

Lee's newest quilt depicting the raising of the flag at Iwo Jima will be on display for the world to see at 

the 39th Annual Quilt Show at the Knoxville Expo Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

Hosted by the Smoky Mountain Quilters of Tennessee, who meet on the first Tuesday of each month 

at Messiah Lutheran Church at the intersection of Papermill Drive and Kingston Pike in Knoxville, the 

event will feature 200 quilts, 20 vendors, a scavenger hunt for younger attendees and a scissor 

sharpening service.  

“We invite everyone to attend the show and enjoy these beautiful works of art,” said Barbara Webster, 

co-president of Smoky Mountain Quilters in a news release. 

Admission is $7 and a two-day pass is $10. The Expo Center has free parking and is accessible to the 

disabled according to the news release. 

  



How Lee got into quilting  

Born in Knoxville, Lee grew up in Michigan and spent his 

summers in Tennessee. He now lives in Loudon. After dropping 

out of art school, Lee joined the Army in 1997, where he was 

deployed twice to Iraq. 

After serving active duty, Lee returned to the U.S. and worked 

for several months in a factory, before re-enlisting as a truck 

driver for the Army. 

Around that time, Lee's wife, Kristy, said the two weren't 

spending enough time together. When he received a flyer in the 

mail from Joanne's about a quilting class, Lee and his wife took 

the opportunity to do something together.  

"The woman who was teaching the class said, 'You must have 

learned to sew a long time ago, because you're really good at 

this,' and I said, 'No, I've never sewn anything,'" Lee said. "I 

grew up with sewing in my life because my mom was a seamstress." 

With his mom making "country bunnies" and sewing clothes for Lee and his siblings, Lee would 

unknowingly follow in her footsteps as a way to cope with his PTSD rather than getting lost playing 

video games and shutting off his emotions.  

"In that switch of shutting emotions off, I became a zombie and didn't feel a whole lot, I mean I did, 

but I didn't," Lee said. "My brother, one day he (asked) me when was I going to quit running around 

like a zombie. 

"At that point I realized I needed to get more involved and separate myself from video games because 

that's what I was using as my therapy to separate myself and my thoughts and feelings that I did 

have," Lee added. "I'd work eight, nine hours, then I'd go home and play video games for four, five, six 

hours, sleep for four, five hours and do it all over again."  



'I'm addicted to this feeling' 

Lee's new passion for quilting led him to creating Quilts of Valor for other service members who also 

struggle with anxiety and PTSD. 

Quilts of Valor are quilts awarded to service members and veterans touched by war with the Quilts of 

Valor Foundation's mission aimed at patching together comfort and healing through the quilts. 

"Now I'm addicted to this feeling of the gratitude I guess that these people have," Lee said. "They 

actually feel that someone cares about them enough to take the time to spend and make a quilt and 

present it to them." 

 

  



Since he’s a long-haul trucker, Andrew has set up sewing space in the cab of his semi. There’s even room 
for full-sized ironing board. Trucking leaves plenty of time for quilting while on the road. 

 

Lee has made a total of 50 quilts and will be awarding his 35th Quilt of Valor this week. 

This includes the Iwo Jima flag quilt Lee started in May of 2018.  Taking his sewing machine on the 

road with him in his semi-truck, Lee worked to finish the quilt in time for this year's show. The now 

complete quilt measures 110-by-110 inches, with more than 12,000 one-inch squares. 

For Lee, sharing his story is a step to help those who don't usually understand what veterans and 

services members go through. 

"I'm attempting to bridge the gap between what civilians think about military versus what they see on 

social media and what is really going on with a veteran," Lee said. 

"My whole goal in life is to make the world a better place," Lee added. "The thing is it's best to start it 

where it hits home the most and that's the veteran community for me. And that's not to say that I'm 

only focused on veterans, because I know there's a lot of people that have anxiety and PTSD and 

depression who could benefit from quilting or sewing." 

  



Show and Tell 
 

Edith Page – Pocket Prayer Quilt 

 

 



Rosemary Goodall 

 

 
Carol Clanton -  



B.J. Wilson 

  



Beth Eastman – 10 year old Shop Hop Christmas Wall Hanging,  Block 4, 
and QOV for her son. 

 



Rosemary Rhinehardt 

 



Joyce Thompson - Sunflower and Bear Quilts 

 

 

I like the finished side better than the rag 



Joyce Thompson – Clemson Quilts 

 

 

Janice Hinson -Half square triangle quilts for the project Linus Charity 

 

 



Block of the Month (BOM) 
Nine Patch Nirvana (October) 
(https://www.blockcentral.com/bom2006-intro.shtml) 
 

 



 



 
 

 
   UpCountry Quilters Guild Calendar 

 
November 2020 

  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa   
 

  1 2  3  4  5  6  7    
  8  9 10 11  12  13  14    
  15 16  17 18  19  20 21    
  22  23  24  25  26  27 28    
  29 30              

  
 

December 2020 
  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa   

      1 2  3  4  5    
  6  7  8 9  10  11 12    
  13  14 15  16  17  18 19    
  20 21  22  23  24  25 26    
  27  28  29  30  31        

  
 

 
  Info Due for UQG Newsletter Sun, Nov 1 

   

  Trish Masters Mon, Nov 9 
   

  Eileen Mattsson Tue, Nov 10 
   

  Margaret Campbell Sun, Nov 15 
   

  Rosemary Goodall Tue, Nov 17 
   

  Quilt of Valor Fri, Nov 20 
   

  Sit N Sew Fri, Nov 27 
   

  Ralphie Nix Sun, Nov 29 
   

 

  Info Due for UQG Newsletter Tue, Dec 1 
   

  UpCountry Quilters Guild Meeting Tue, Dec 8 
   

  Carol Kaufman Fri, Dec 11 
   

  Doris Land Mon, Dec 14 
   

  Quilt of Valor Fri, Dec 18 
   

  Edith Page Sun, Dec 20 
   

  Sit N Sew Fri, Dec 25 
   

 

 
 


